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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE USUN 0473 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT.UN, CO 

SUBJECT: NEW COLOMBIAN MINISTER OF EDUCATION 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT COLOMBIAN DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
RAFEAL RIVAS HAS BEEN RECALLED TO BECOME MINISTER OF 
EDUCATION. USUN HAS BERY HIGH OPINION OE RIVAS. HE 
IS HARD-WORKING, RESPONSIBLE, AND HIGHLY INTELLIGENT. HE 
HAS DEMONSTRATED AN ABILITY TO STEER SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH 
THE SHIFTING AND UNCHARTED PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE 
SHOALS OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL. HE IS WIDELY 
RESPECTED BY HIS COLLEAGUES. WE HAVE ENJOYED EXTREMELY 
CORDIAL RELATIONS WITH RIVAS. 
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